
 

 

 
César Chávez 
(1927-1993) 

 
We, the CCFF, recognize the contributions of César Estrada Chávez born on 

March 31,1927. In tribute to his life, his birthday is a day of service. Born in Yuma, 
Arizona, César Estrada Chávez’ family moved from Arizona to California. As migrant 
farmworkers, his family worked and lived wherever they could. Like many of our 
students and their families, as a child, César Chávez attended thirty different schools! 
Later, this tireless U.S. Navy veteran became a nonviolent labor movement activist. He 
drove all around California organizing farmworkers in church halls, fields, or their homes 
about forming a union. This union was born when César met fearless Dolores Clara 
Fernández Huerta. 

 
Dolores Huerta, was born in Dawson, New Mexico in 1930 and was raised in 

Stockton, California. Like many of us, Dolores started her professional career as a 
teacher, but: “I realized that I could help farmworkers more by becoming an organizer.” 
Dolores worked, and remains active on civic engagement voter registration drives with 
the Dolores Huerta Foundation and other community based service organizations. This 
tireless woman has worked and risked her life fearlessly on picket lines and community 
organizing drives. She was the lead negotiator during the five year long 1955 Grape 
Boycott in Delano, California (Morgan, 2014).  

 
Dolores Huerta co-founded the Agricultural Farmers Association with Larry 

Itliong, composed mainly of Filipino American members of the Agricultural Workers 
Organizing Committee (AWOC).  Shen then partnered with César Chávez to co-found 
the National Farm Workers Association (NFWA).  After joining forces, together, they 
shouted: “Viva la Huelga!” {long live the strike!}. Three years later, the NFWA morphed 
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into the United Farm Workers Union (UFW). Yes, it was Dolores who coined the 
timeless slogan: “¡Si se puede!” {yes, it can be done/yes, we can!}.  

 
Proving that everything is possible, Itliong, Huerta, and Chávez, strategized the 

idea of boycotting contaminated grapes. They persuaded big companies to recognize 
labor unions, and negotiated wage increases for workers. They also called for a ban on 
unregulated pesticides that dehumanized the farmworkers’ sense of community, dignity, 
and health due to underserved working conditions. Soon after, these labor leaders 
influenced the Chicano Civil Rights Movement and impacted California State University 
Los Angeles (CSULA) to institutionalize the first Chicano Studies Academic 
Department.  

 
Dolores was named one of the Regents of the University of California in 1997 

(Morgan, 2014).The Dolores Huerta’s Day Curriculum and the César Chávez Model 
Curriculum can also live on our syllaby especially after the passing of AB 1460 (Ethnic 
Studies).  Open educational resources (OER) for all educators and adaptable lesson 
plans are accessible for us on the CFT website. For years, multiple K-12 schools and 
universities have implemented or banned the Dolores Huerta Day and or Cesar Chavez 
Model Curriculums. Boldly, in 2012, former U.S. President Barack Obama granted 
Dolores the Presidential Medal of Freedom (Michals, 2015).  

 
Inevitably inspired by: “Si se puede” {yes, we can!}, former U.S. President Barack 

Obama proclaimed César Chávez Day a U.S. federal commemorative holiday in 2014. 
As of January 2021, a beautiful César Chávez bronze bust found its presidential home 
in the White House’s oval office as a gift from the United Farm Workers (UFW). A great 
takeaway after attending the first virtual 2021 CFT convention (due to COVID-19), was: 
students’ learning conditions are our faculty working conditions. However, the Cerritos 
Community College District, fails to observe the César Chávez State Holiday.  We 
dream of the day we can expand our students’ sense of belonging and community.  We 
want to celebrate in service on March 31 as an official Cerritos Community College 
District holiday!  

 
Throughout his life, César Chávez lived in many of the farmworkers’ homes. He 

was unconditionally given a place to rest and broke bread surrounded by the love of his 
community after ending long and selfless hunger strikes. César’s body went to sleep 
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forever in 1993 but his spirit lives among us! For many of our students, Cerritos College 
is the only home they have because often an email address or postal mailbox is their 
home. Our students’ learning conditions are our faculty’s working conditions. Perhaps if 
we advocate strongly, we can get Chávez Day as a day of no classes and community 
service engagement on our campus. In the words of César Chávez: “¡el pueblo que 
pierde su historia, pierde su destino!” {a community that loses its history, loses its 
destiny!}. Let us not silence their voices for we will get lost in history!  

 
“¡Si se puede!” {yes, it can be done/yes, we can!} 
             -Dolores Huerta 
¡Viva la causa! {long live the cause!}, 

-César Chávez  
 
In unity, 
 
Dr. Henrietta Hurtado 
Cerritos College Faculty Federation (CCFF) 
COVID-19 Faculty Resource Guide 
 

 


